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Climate impacts on health

B.C. doctor clinically diagnoses patient
as suffering from ‘climate change'

The head of a Nelson, B.C.,, emergency department says it's time doctors start
looking at the underlying cause of medical conditions triggered by smoke and heat
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Dr. Kyle Merritt, head of the emergency room department at Kootenay Lake Hospital in Nelson, B.C,
limate-driven heat and wildfire smoke are having on his

41/ 1 D

: Weath
Heat-related illness bl

and death,
cardiovascular failure

Extreme
Heat

Environ-
mental
Degradation

Water and Food
Supply Impacts

Air
Pollution

Increasing

Allergens Respiratory

allergies, asthma

Water
Quality Impacts

Source: Centre for Disease Control and Prevention




L) . ;
How are health systems impacting the
environment?

&

L










National

Health Standards Organization’'s Declaration on Climate Action

ACTION

A DECLARATION OF COMMITMENT TO SUPPORT LOW-CARBON
CLIMATE-RESILIENT, AND SUSTAINABLE HEALTH CARE

ACCREDITATION
AGREMENT
CANADA

THE ASSOCIATION
OF FACULTIES

OF MEDICINE

OF CANADA

Academic Health Institutions’ Declaration on Planetary Health

Academic health institutions declare the health of the planet a Code Red emergency
and call for di of pl: y health and research,
and the transition to climate-resilient and low-carbon health systems in order to build &
healthy, sustainable, and just future for all.

This Declaration endorses the definition of planetary health as defined by the Planctary Health
Alkance: Planetary health is a solutions-onented, transdi feld and social

focused on analyzing and addressing the impacts of human disruptions to Earth's natural systems
on human health and all ife on Earth.

BACKGROUND

. P have the resp lity to are for human health and to *do no

harm*

o Chimate change is recognized as the greatest threat to health in the twenty-first century. The
Working Group Il contribution to the Intergovernmental Pane! on Climate Change (IPCC)
Sixth Assessment Report declared that the rate of global warming is a code red for
humanity The 2021 Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change Report, which tracks

the relationship between heakth and climate change, has similarly declared a Code Red for
ly.? Tackling diimate change i

health, conchuding that humankind must act immediat
the greatest opportunity to act for human health and global equity.*
Considerable evidence indicates that climate change; contamination of air, water, and soil;

ecosystom degradation; and biodwersty loss are already causing human morbidity and

mortality in complex and ints ways, disproporti y affecting m.
populations including people living in poverty, racialized people, Indigenous Pecples,
elderly, children, and women around the world. These effects are predicted to radically
increase over the next century

Extreme weather events such as floods, wildfires, heatwaves, and storms disrupt health

systems and prevent healthcare delivery, and are increasing in frequency and

nsity a3 3
result of the changing climate.*
Calls for urgent action to preserve planetary health and keep global warming below 1.5 *C

have been endorzed by leaders and institutions in clinical and academic healthcare training
worldwide.

Global heslth system activities contribute 4.4-5% of global greenhouse emissions ** ¥
o Academic health institutions have a distinet responsibility to educate, train, and prepare
onals to respond to and advocate for the health needs of society, from the
individual to the populational level and from a local to a global level

Planetary health can only be achieved while also empowering women and girls through
access to education, sexual and reproductive health services, ” decision-making that centers
health, the environment, and families, *  * and leadership opportunities.



Provincial

This Act is current to February 25, 2025

See the Tables of Legislative Changes for this Act’s legislative history, including any changes not in force.

CLIMATE CHANGE ACCOUNTABILITY ACT
[SBC 2007] CHAPTER 42

Contents
1 Definitions

Part 1 — BC Greenhouse Gas Emissions Targets
2 BC greenhouse gas emissions — target levels
3 Determination of 2007 baseline level
4 Repealed

Part 1.1
4.1 Repealed

Part 1.2 — Climate Change Accountability Framework
4.2 Advisory committee
4.3 Minister's report on climate change risks and progress toward targets

Part 2 — Public Sector Climate Change Accountability
5 Carbon neutral public sector

o cleanBC

COLUMBIA our nature. our power. our future.

Roadmap to 2030

Climate Preparedness
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Actions for 2022-2025




Organizational

Fraser Health
Planetary Health Strategy
2023-2028

Approved: September 19, 2023
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VANCOUVER COASTAL HEALTH
PLANETARY HEALTH STRATEGY 2024-2029
Becoming a climate resilient and sustainable health system
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Resilience key action areas
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Craig Dedels

 Facilities and infrastructure




Climate change and the health system

Climate Change
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Steps In climate resilience
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Engage Communicate Monitor Evaluate
Source: U.S. Climate Resilience Toolkit
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CREATING A HEALTHY, LOW-CARBON, CLIMATE-RESILIENT FUTURE

A HEALTH-FOCUSED VISION FOR INCLUSIVE, COLLABORATIVE ACTION -
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Resilient staff and communities

1. Training, tools and time
2. Engage and empower
3. Invest and innovate
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Thank you to our Sponsors!
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